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Make bubbles that bounce! Stir up a tornado in a jar! Make elastic from a dandelion! Predict weather

from cloud formations! Discover the beauty and wonder of nature all year round with these quick,

easy experiments and activities from Jean Potter. You can complete each activity in ten fun-filled

minutes or less, and the clear step-by-step instructions and illustrations help you get it right every

time. The projects are organized by season and help you learn about everything from why grass is

green to how seals stay warm in icy arctic waters. You will find most of the materials already in your

home, backyard, or neighborhood. The 112 activities in this book cover every aspect of the natural

world, including plant and animal life, weather, ecology, rocks and minerals, the senses, the stars,

and much more. You'll build a mountain the same way the earth does, find out whether your

neighborhood ants prefer sugar or artificial sweetener, discover why maple seeds act like tiny

helicopters, and explore the effects of acid rain on plants--all with the help of a leading educator.
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Nature in a Nutshell is a handy book for parents who want to inject some educational experiences in

their child's daily learning routine. The book contains one- hundred and twelve total activities

relating to nature and education and most of them can be performed quickly and easily, using items



available inside or immediately outside of most homes.The activities offered in the book are mostly

simple and there are few materials necessary. Some activities are more complex, but most are

basic and can be completed in a matter of minutes. The activities are divided up based on season

and while this is a good way to organize, I think it would be better to organize based on difficulty

level: beginner, intermediate, and advanced. This way, parents could slowly build up, from the easy

to the more challenging, and increase their child's learning and confidence in the process.The book

is recommended for children between the ages of eight and twelve, but I don't see why parents

would want to wait this long to introduce their children to these learning activities. Younger children,

in the four to eight age group, will enjoy the activities also. I admit that the explanations offered for

the outcomes of these activities are likely going to be too complicated for children in these younger

age categories, but children will still enjoy them and even if they retain only a small amout of

information, they will have a head start over other children their age when they eventually enter

school.I like that this book includes a reference section in the back, but one fact that puzzled me at

first is that the list of important nature- oriented organizations doesn't include any web site

addresses.
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